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Suffolk County Council confirms 2025/26 budget

Suffolk County Council has confirmed how it will spend its money in the forthcoming financial year -
an £803.7 million plan focused on protecting essential services and supporting the county’s most
vulnerable residents.

The council’s budget for 2025/26 was approved at a meeting of all councillors on Thursday 13
February, with an emphasis on meeting rising demand for children’s and adult care services.

For every £1 the council spends in the next financial year, 77 pence will go directly toward services
that support the health and wellbeing of people in Suffolk.

The remaining 23 pence will fund other critical areas such as fire and rescue, highway maintenance,
climate initiatives, waste management and bus services, as well as the infrastructure, staff, and
technology required to keep services running efficiently.

The council’s budget will increase by 6.7%, from £752.9 million in 2024/25 to £803.7 million in
2025/26.

Despite a slight uplift in Government funding for local authorities, rising costs and growing demand
have required the council to set significant savings targets to balance the books.

The council has approved £10.9 million in new savings, which will focus on restructuring and
transforming how services are delivered. This follows £17.5 million in savings approved in the
previous year, bringing total savings for the 2025/26 financial year to £28.4 million.

Suffolk County Council’s share of Council Tax will rise by 4.99% next year, which includes a 2.99%
general increase and a further 2% dedicated wholly to helping meet the rising costs of social care.

This means households will see the following changes in their weekly Council Tax payments:

e Band B property: £24.67 per week, a £1.17 increase from 2024-25
(Band B properties are the most common in Suffolk)
e Band D property: £31.72 per week, a £1.51 increase from 2024-25.

Arts organisations and museums across Suffolk get £500,000 funding boost

Thirty-three arts organisations and museums from across Suffolk have been awarded funding from
Suffolk County Council’s £500,000 Culture Project Fund.

From baby classes to a new community radio show, the successful projects range in size and scope,
and support an array of different people across Suffolk. Examples include promoting performing arts
in Sudbury with the Quay Theatre, environmental events at Dunwich Museum, and an education and
arts project to address racial inequalities in Ipswich.

The successful bids range from £1,000 to £27,000.



The new fund, which was launched last year to boost cultural activity across the county, attracted
131 applications, requesting a total of £2 million in funding. The quality of applications was
exceptionally high, and more than 60 projects scored ‘excellent’ or ‘outstanding’ against the
assessment criteria. Following a rigorous selection process, a panel of experts from across the arts,
heritage, and community sectors reviewed 62 shortlisted applications. This resulted in 33 successful
bids.

One successful bid was made by Ipswich Community Media for a project called Making Waves, which
engages young offenders and those at risk of offending in music, media and the arts. The project
aims to divert young people from offending towards positive activities, building confidence and self-
esteem and was awarded £9,000.

Another example is the Red Rose Chain, which has been awarded £20,000 to deliver theatre
activities for disabled and disadvantaged children and young people within mainstream and SEND
schools across Suffolk.

A number of small grants — up to £1,500 - are still available for arts organisations and museums
across Suffolk. Visit the website for details.

There will be another round of funding for large and medium projects, which will open in Autumn
2025. These new projects will be delivered in 2026/27.

Suffolk’s 45 libraries to remain open and see new investment as Suffolk County Council plans
to take service back in house

Suffolk’s 45 libraries would remain open, see no change to opening hours and have new mobile
libraries and computers as part of a plan to bring the service back into Suffolk County Council.

Subject to a formal Cabinet decision on 18" March 2025, staff running Suffolk’s library service —
along with their years of experience and love for libraries - will transition to the direct employment
of the council on 1°* June 2025.

The county council would invest £200,000 in replacing Suffolk’s aging mobile libraries with a further
£157,000 for new books and to replace public computers in libraries across Suffolk. This is in addition
to the £6.6 million a year budget available for Suffolk’s libraries.

Suffolk County Council to propose one council for Suffolk

One council for Suffolk would make delivering public services simpler, cheaper and quicker, and
better meet the needs of residents and businesses, county leaders have said.

Following a recent government announcement that Suffolk’s county, district and borough councils
will be replaced with a single-tier system, Suffolk County Council argues that consolidating all
services under one unitary authority is the only effective way to deliver against the government’s
criteria for local government reform.


https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/culture-heritage-and-leisure/culture-project-fund

The move would see all council services, such as waste collection and disposal, housing, social care,
planning, highways maintenance, leisure, school placements and travel and street cleaning, all
provided by one authority - rather than the six that currently exist in Suffolk.

Bringing together district, borough and county council functions is expected to reduce duplication,
lower administrative costs and ensure a more coordinated and cost-effective approach to delivering
essential services.

The council warns that splitting services among multiple bodies would force the duplication of
essential functions - such as social care, highways maintenance and schools - currently managed at a
county level.

The key benefits of one council are:

e Simpler for residents — one council would make it easier to understand and contact local
government

e Clearer accountability — there would be less confusion over who is responsible for what

e Better use of funding — a more coherent, strategic, financially sustainable, county-wide
approach to budgeting

e Better alignment of services — since everything is under one roof, services can be more
easily coordinated, creating opportunities to improve services for residents

e More efficient decision-making — with just one council, decisions can be made more quickly

e Stronger leadership — a single, visible and accountable body providing a clear strategic voice
for Suffolk.

The council will submit its initial proposal to the government by 21 March, with a more detailed
business case to follow later in the year.

The government will then undertake a public consultation.

The government’s plans will also see the election of a mayor for Suffolk and Norfolk in May 2026,
who would take control over strategic policy areas like transport infrastructure, economic
development, health improvement and blue light services — along with devolved government
funding to deliver positive change.



