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Update on Brightwell Lakes and other local  

planning matters September 2026 

 

Brightwell Lakes 
 

The Brightwell Lakes development continues to grow as new parcels of land are being developed 

across the site.  Several Reserved Matters applications, primarily dealing with infrastructure, have 

been submitted since the last newsletter.  These include DC/26/2325/ARM - Approval of Reserved 

Matters for a Primary Substation to provide electricity for phase 2 of the B. Lakes development.  

The proposed site is in a prominent position at the corner of Western access road to the site and 

Ipswich Rd.  The Primary Substation (PSS) and its related structures are inevitably industrial/brutal 

in design and are surrounded by high security fencing.  The application includes a detailed planting 

scheme to help screen the substation from Ipswich Rd and the Western Access Rd which is vital in 

this location.  DC/26/2326/ARM - This application relates to the extension of the main boulevard – 

Auster Way, providing access to the school, primary local centre and the adjacent residential units. 

 

At the time of writing we are still waiting for a meeting of the Community Forum (BLCF).  We are 

pressing for this to be arranged.  In the meantime, please contact myself or Cllr Kay if you have 

any queries regarding the development. 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Other planning matters 
 

ESC’s Call for Sites for development 

As you know, 500+ sites across East Suffolk district have been submitted to the District Council.  

These are highly speculative submissions at this stage (not planning applications).  ESC are as-

sessing these for their “sustainability” in terms of deliverability as well as Economic, Social and 

Environmental impact.  A shortlist of ESC’s preferred sites is being prepared and will be published 

for Public Consultation in October.  It is important that as many people as possible take part in the 

consultation and express their views so please look out for the publicity regarding the launch of the 

consultation and have your say!! 

 

More information, including a map of the sites can be found at 

https://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy-and-local-plans/

new-local-plan 

 

Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) 

The government’s decision to authorise the “Three Councils for Suffolk” proposal which divides the 

county into 3 areas, each a unitary authority combining what are now county and district responsi-

bilities, is being challenged by Suffolk County Council via Judicial Review.  (Suffolk County Council 

had proposed a single unitary authority across the whole county)  A decision by the court, ex-

pected in September, will determine whether the JR can proceed. 

 

Revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

The final revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) has been delayed past its anticipated 

summer release and is now expected to be published in the autumn of 2026, following the recent 

change in government and cabinet reshuffles. 

 

Cllr. Janet Elliot 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The sailing club has been busy 
on and off the water during 
the summer months. We had 
the traditional shore events at 
the onset of the Regatta in 
early July, with many familiar 
faces taking part. There was 
racing over 3 days for nine 
different classes of boat, held 
in glorious sunshine. The 
largest number of entries was 
in the Cadet fleet; since then 
several boats travelled to the Cadet World Championships in Lake Garda, Italy where both junior 
sailors and their adult companions (and paymasters!) had a lot of fun. Other sailors have travelled 
to places such as Cornwall, Scotland and overseas – wherever people travel to, nothing beats 
returning to sailing at Waldringfield and the beautiful River Deben. 

 

During the season there has been increasing interest in dinghy cruising up and down the river, 
and a good number of people enjoying both adult and junior sailing activities. Most of these 
have been open to non-members, and villagers are very welcome to join us and see what sailing 
has to offer. The Galley and Bar have been hubs of activity, with evening meals served on 
Wednesday evenings alongside racing on the river. 
 
Wednesday evening sailing finishes on 2nd 
September, and with the days getting shorter the 
sailing season continues until 14th November, 
culminating with the AGM to be held in the Village 
Hall on 28th November. For further information 
about the sailing club please either visit whilst the 
Club is open (mainly Saturdays until the end of the 
season) or consult the website 
www.waldringfieldsc.com  
William Sudell  

All Photo—Alexis Smith  



 

 

 

Waldringfield Gardeners 

 
 
 

 
Our AGM will be held on Wednesday 18th November in The Kennedy Room  of  

the Village Hall. Annual Subscription £5 Nov – Oct   New members welcome. 
 
 
 
 
Our Christmas greenery & wreath workshop is on Sat 
Nov 28th in the Village Hall. Details from Alexis: 
g1dik@btinternet.com 
 
 
Community fruit pressing equipment is available to hire.  
Free to members,  contact Betsy Reid:  betsyr@talk21.com 
 
Thank you— Waldringfield Gardeners  

 
Do you have guests coming to 

visit? 
 

Low Farm Cottages are open all year-round - In WaldringȦeld! 

We have Ȧve 1 and 2 bed cottages located at the entrance to the village!  

01473 902652—www.stayatlowfarm.com 

 We offer a 10% discount to Waldringȥeld residents! 

Visit our website for photos, availability and  

booking information 



 

 

 



 

 

COFFEE MORNINGS 

WALDRINGFIELD VILLAGE HALL 

The monthly coffee mornings held in the village hall from 10am-noon on the first Thursday of each 

month provide a valuable social hub. There are attendees across the age range and from both in-

side and outside the village.  

 

All cakes and savouries are homemade, and we can usually cater for a range of dietary needs, in-

cluding vegan, gluten-free,  and dairy free.  

 

Sometimes, stallholders attend, selling a variety of items.  

 

The Salvation Army collection box is available for your donations.  

This is a good place to advertise upcoming events, bring along unwanted items to sell or donate, 

or just come along and enjoy socializing.  

 

You can be assured of a warm welcome!  If you live in the village 

and would like to attend but have difficulty with transport, 

please let us know as we may be able to help.  

 

Kind regards,  

Chris Lyon - on behalf of The Coffee Morning Team 01473 

736291  

 

 

 

 

The next fun quiz night will be held in the village hall on:  

Friday 27th November  

7pm for 7.30pm start  

Teams of 6  

£5 Per person (cash on the night)  

Raffle  
Proceeds for Waldringfield  Village Hall.  

To book a table, please contact Chris Lyon 01473 736291 or chrisƟnelyon58@bƟnternet.com  
I have a couple of tables booked already, so do get on the list if you're interested. 14 tables max.  

I look forward to seeing you there! 



 

 

 Village Hall Winter 
Talks 

All talks at the Waldringfield Village Hall - —£5 (under 18s foc) with refreshments  
 

Friday 6th November  7.30pm 

James Crispe—THE GLOBAL HORSE RACING 
INDUSTRY AND SUFFOLK’S PART IN IT 

James Crispe has worked for  the International 
Racing Bureau in Newmarket ever since he left 
Cambridge University in 1990 with a history de-
gree. He has represented the company at many 
major race meetings around the world and is al-
so a regular pundit on racing TV. In the winter, he is 
a course commentator for point-to-point racing 
locally and argues its worth saving.  

 

Friday 4th December  7.30pm 

Nick Rogers —HOW AND WHY THE EARTH IS  

DIFFERENT 

The Earth is the only planet in our solar system with 
an active hydrosphere and biosphere. It also diƯers in 
having continents and oceans, in exhibiting plate tec-
tonics and a strong magnetic field. In this talk, Nick 
Rogers will explore how these features interlink to 
create an environment suitable for the evolution of 
complex life.  

Nick Rogers is a geochemist and Emeritus Professor 
of Earth Sciences at the Open University where 
among his responsibilities he became Science Pro-
gramme Director and Head of Department. He also was Editor in Chief of the Journal of the Geologi-
cal Society of London and finally President from 2018-2020.  

 

He says “Scientifically my interests are in the origins and evolution of volcanic rocks, focusing on the 
African Rift System. I was lucky enough to be an undergraduate at the time of the development of 
plate tectonics and my whole career has been about understanding how the Earth works on a plane-
tary scale” 

 



 

 

            Your Parish Councillors: 

Ian Kay (Chair)  

Janet Elliot (Vice Chair)  

Serena Gold 

Colin Reid  

 Sue Quick 

Andrew Ratcliffe 

Robert Forsdike  

To contact the Clerk: 

Jennifer Shone-Tribley 

Low Farm, Ipswich Road, Waldringfield,  IP12 4QU 

Telephone: 01473 902652 

E-mail: clerk@waldringfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk 

ALL PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO THE PUBLIC and held on the second Tues-

day of the month, in the Kennedy Room at the Village Hall—starting at 7:30pm unless  

otherwise notified.  

Next meetings: 08 September, 13 October and 10 November 2026 

 

Concert 
John Ward Trio and Quaynotes playing at  

the Village Hall on Saturday 3rd October. 
 

John has achieved an excellent reputation as a 
writer of powerful, thought-provoking and witty 
songs that draw upon his life in a Suffolk port town. Together with wife Lynne, and 
band mate, Les Woodley they regularly perform across the UK and beyond, delivering 
powerful 3-part harmonies, with guitar, bodhran, harmonica, double bass, mandolin, 
and accordion, bringing a rich sound to John's excellent songs. 

Quaynotes based locally, play a gentle mix of traditional and contemporary folk mu-
sic, delivered with rich harmonies and good humour. Sea songs feature heavily in their 
mix as they love the sea. 

Tickets can be purchased from Simon Couchman 07515385550 or online: https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-waldringfield-sessions-presents-the-john-ward-trio-and
-quaynotes-tickets-1996367593212 



 

 

 

 

 

Waldringfield Parish Council has a vacancy for the role of Councillor, for which all members of 

the community are welcome to apply. When vacancies arise, Parish Councils may fill the va-

cancy through the process called Co-option.  We are seeking to fill our vacancies through this 

process.  
 
Parish Councillors are first and foremost members of the local community. We have a wonder-

ful and vibrant village and look to have representation from all areas of the community. The 

role is varied and enables local people to use their skills and experience to enhance the work 

undertaken by the Council for the benefit of the community. We do lots of things – so there are 

lots of opportunities to contribute! 

 

Some of the things the Council does in Waldringfield: 

· We provide amenities, such as benches, the village sign and grit bins 

· We manage the playing field and its equipment 

· We organise community events, such as fetes and the Warm Welcome coffee afternoons 

· We produce a quarterly newsletter 

· We organise litter picks  

· We represent the community to other levels of government on issues such as planning 

and highways 

 
In terms of time commitment, Councillors are expected to attend the monthly meetings of 

Council (on the second Tuesday of the month) and some work outside of the meetings.  

 

The Council wishes to invite interested people to contact the Clerk for an information pack, 

which details eligibility and application requirements. We also encourage applicants to visit 

www.beacouncillor.org.uk for more information.  

 

The Council is committed to achieving a balanced composition of Councillors that reflects the 

Waldringfield community.  

If you are interested – please contact the Clerk: 

Jennifer Shone-Tribley - Clerk 

Post: Low Farm, Ipswich Road, Waldringfield, Woodbridge IP12 4QU 

e-mail – clerk@waldringfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk phone: 01473 902652  

Waldringfield Parish Council  

Councillor Vacancy 

We need members of the 
community to join us! 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Waldringeld Village Hall Focus 
 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 
Warm Welcome Afternoons for Winter 2026/27 

 

 

The parish council is delighted to announce that the weekly Warm Welcome sessions will be 

resumed this winter in the Kennedy Room at the Village Hall. 

 
 
This will be the fifth season of this weekly get-together.  The format continues to evolve, 

driven by the volunteers and our guests.  The focus is very much on creating an informal 

and welcoming space where residents can enjoy meeting friends, old and new, and having 

a good old chat over tea & cakes and occasional “entertainment”.   

 

 

We look forward to seeing again our regular guests and also welcoming residents who may 

have more recently moved to the village. 

 

 

We will be open from 2pm to 4.30pm every Wednesday afternoon during the winter months 

from late October 2026 to mid March 2027, with a short break over the Christmas period.   

 

 

There is no charge and everyone is invited. 
 

The Parish Council will continue to organise the scheme but, as before, its success depends 

on a rota of great volunteer hosts.  So, 

 

 

Volunteers Needed Please 
 

If you have volunteered with us before or if you would like to give it a try and are able to 

spare an occasional few hours please contact me via 
Cllr.Elliot@waldringfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 
 

Thank you very much for your support.—Janet Elliot 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Our Food, Our Security, Our Future 

What could climate and nature breakdown mean for the things we depend on every day,  our food, 

health, security and economy? That’s the question at the heart of the People’s Emergency Briećng, 

coming to Waldringćeld Village Hall on Friday 11 September at 7.30pm. 

 

The evening starts with a 50-minute public information ćlm bringing together leading experts to 

explain what is happening, why it matters and what we can do. It looks beyond climate change as 

simply an environmental issue to explore its implications for food, health, national security and the 

economy. 

 

After the ćlm, three speakers will discuss these issues and take questions from the audience. 

 

David Anderson KC (Lord Anderson of Ipswich) is a barrister, crossbench peer and leading authority 

on national security. He spent six years as the UK’s Independent Reviewer of Terrorism Legislation 

and has conducted major government reviews on security and counter-terrorism. He brings a valua-

ble perspective on how climate change could aĄect the country’s security and resilience: 

“Climate change is not only an environmental challenge; it raises fundamental questions about our 

future security, resilience and ability to respond to disruption.” 

 

Ann Pettifor is an international political economist, author and Director of PRIME (Policy Research in 

Macroeconomics). She led the Jubilee 2000 campaign, which helped secure the cancellation of 

around $100 billion of debt owed by some of the world’s poorest countries. Her books include The 

Case for the Green New Deal and The Global Casino (2026). She argues that our economic system 

is central to tackling the climate crisis: 

“Mainstream economic theory has proved of almost no relevance to the chronic failure of the global 

economy and the gravest threat facing us all: climate change.” 

 

Tom McVeigh took over his family farm at Kenton Hall in 2022 and is transforming the way it pro-

duces food. He is introducing strip farming, agroforestry and minimum tillage while reducing pesti-

cides, fungicides and fertilisers. His experience shows what changing farming practices can look like 

on the ground: 

“We need to produce good food while rebuilding our soils and working with nature, making farms 

more resilient for the generations that follow us.” 

 

Afterwards, the conversation opens up to everyone, with 

plenty of time to ask questions, share views and explore 

what these challenges could mean locally. 

The event is hosted by Greener Waldringćeld and admission is 

free. Places should be pre-booked using the QR code below 

or on posters around the village. 

Richard Morris 



 

 



 

 

  
 
 
 
 

Martlesham Heath PPG needs a Chairperson – can you help please? 
 

The PaƟent ParƟcipaƟon Group at Martlesham Heath surgery comprises a small group of friend-
ly volunteers who meet once a quarter, commiƩed to supporƟng our pracƟce and improving 
services to paƟents. For example, recent discussions have been about the new waiƟng room for 
paƟents. The pracƟce has taken on board our feedback and is acƟvely considering opƟons for 
the future.  

 

Our current chair is in his 5th and final year of carrying out this role, so we are seeking a new vol-
unteer to join us, with a view to taking over this role from the end of 2026. A key requirement is 
that you must be a paƟent of this pracƟce. 

 

For informaƟon about the PPG: hƩps://martleshamheathsurgery.nhs.uk/about-the-ppg 

To get in touch with the current chair, please email: MartPPG@gmx.com 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shade!  The roads in some places have been so hot that the tarmac melts - but where they 
are shaded by trees they are still just walkable. 

  

Please think about planting trees on the south, east and west of  all roads – or let your 
hedges grow tall.  We’ve started chatting with householders on Cliff  Road recently – and 
some have committed to planting trees close to the road or to keeping their hedges tall. 
There is the offer of  free trees from the Woodland Trust, which the Tree Wardens can ar-
range – and that’s only a beginning! 
 
The saplings will be small but will establish much more robustly than bigger plants, knowing 
from the start the conditions they will be growing in.  Shade will also allow more places for 
butterflies to shelter from the swelter and lots of  other creatures too.  Indeed shade 
breathes coolness for several yards from where it ends. The same is true for hedges and 
even for grass, especially if  it’s left long enough to shade its own roots. 

  

The District Councillors’ Report last month quotes data for our Orwell & Villages Ward:  The 
summer tree canopy cover in the ward is currently 7.3% against a recommended level of  
20%.  

  

Yes, there are many things to think about – what kinds of  trees (perhaps we need to be 
planting varieties from further south, better adapted to heat, as well as the native species 
our wildlife are adapted to?) And also what services there might be near possible planting 
sites –  eg overhead power lines and drains and cables underneath. 

  

How wonderful if  our generation could be the one our grandchildren 
look back on with gratitude - for tree lined shaded roads at least….. 

  

Please get in touch to discuss! 

 
Greener Waldringfield 
Your Tree Wardens are Christine Fisher Kay and Betsy Reid  

(any more volunteers?) 

GREENER WALDRINGFIELD 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Our last talk in March  “Have We Got News for You” 

appears to have gone down well judging from the 

comments made and the responses received via the 

internet.    

 

Included in the talk was  the news that Gareth’s very popular History 

Walk is now available on our  History Group’s website  

Waldringfieldia  either by using the following link https://

lib.waldringfieldia.com/uploads/2026/03/WALK-GUIDE.pdf  or there is a QR Code (above) .  

 

 

It has directions for the walk with a com-

mentary to read as you walk round the vil-

lage. 

 

We have had several requests for infor-

mation about former village inhabitants 

from descendants, which in some cases has 

added to our knowledge. 

 

We have had a large box of photographs 

bequeathed to the Group dating back to 

the 1950’s & 60’s,  We will be going through 

them at our first meeting in Septem-

ber.   We have already got copies of many 

of them kindly donated by the family but 

we now need to add any new ones into our 

collection. 

 

We meet from September to March in the 

Kennedy Room at the Village Hall usually 

on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 2.00 

p.m.  Our next meeting will be 

10th  September 2026.  Do come along and 

see what we do and discuss 

 

 

 

 

The WHG Website Waldringfieldia.com, contains much of our research although some is only 

available to members, but becoming a member is very simple and costs only £12 per year.  Come 

and join us for a meeting. We are very informal 

 

For more information please contact Hon Sec: Margaret Lake or  

Chair: Alyson Videlo waldringfieldhg@gmail.com  

 

Waldringfield History Group 

painted by Jackie Brinsley  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Chair of the Village Hall sought - start October 2026 

It is 6 years since I took over as Chair of the Village Hall and I feel that the Ɵme has come for someone 
new to take over at the helm. Village Halls may be basƟons of tradiƟon but they, like all organisaƟons, 
benefit from the injecƟon of new blood and new ideas on how to maintain and improve their appeal to 
the community. If you are interested and want a chat to learn more, please contact me on 0787 2375784 
or email me at chair@waldringfieldvillagehall.co.uk.  

This year marks the 25th anniversary of the ‘new’ village hall. To help celebrate, there will be a special 
‘birthday’ cake and exhibiƟon at the November coffee morning. Please do come along – you may recog-
nise the younger versions of some of Waldringfield’s residents! 

The photograph also shows a 25th anni-
versary, this Ɵme of the Women’s InsƟ-
tute, in the ‘old’ Village Hall, in 1949. 

The photograph was kindly provided by 
Mike Nunn and together with Kit Clark 
they have idenƟfied several Waldring-
field stalwarts including Mrs Thompson, 
Miss Hunt, Mrs Swinger, Hilda Nunn, 
Miss Planten, Gwen Waller, Janet Waller, 
Miss Sanders and Lil BuƩon. Perhaps you 
might recognise some others? 

There was plenty of jam, but no Jerusa-
lem at the recent produce show organ-
ised by Alexis Smith. Despite the lack of rain there was an abundance of splendid fruit, vegetables, cakes 
and arƟsƟc endeavours on display and a reminder of just what talent we have in Waldringfield. Speaking 
of which we can look forward this autumn and winter to another scinƟllaƟng series of talks organised by 
Colin Reid and perhaps even a panto in the offing. All this of course is only possible if people are prepared 
to volunteer their Ɵme to help keep the Village Hall running. 

Thank you to James Skellorn who has volunteered to become the new Bookings Manager for the Village 
Hall. He takes over from Marian Bradley who has done a sterling job and I would like to thank Marian for 
her dedicaƟon and commitment to the role. 

Philip Hall,  Chair, Village Hall CommiƩeeÊ(unƟlÊtheÊAGMÊinÊOctoberÊ2026) 

 



 

 

I’m Recyclable! Please place me in the Green recycling bin when you’re done reading 


